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INDIGENOUS PARTNERSHIP FUND 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [2.04 pm]: I rise today to bring to the attention of the 
house the recent Indigenous partnership fund recommendations that I have approved. The Indigenous partnership 
fund budget allocation for 2010–11 is $230 000, with the latest round of approvals providing funding of 
$119 455 for seven worthy applications that demonstrated strong links to crime prevention.  

An additional application was received that sought $20 000 to deliver a Learning to Keep Kids Safe project in 
the Mid West – Gascoyne region. Protective Behaviours is an education syllabus–based prevention program that 
teaches children strategies and life skills to keep them safe from all forms of abuse. Although the committee 
recognised the benefits of this program, it was unable to recommend the application as the responsibility for 
funding this program rests with other agencies. However, I was able to approve the application as a special 
recommendation, given the importance of the program to the Mid West – Gascoyne region. This project seeks to 
address the issue of child sexual assault and in doing so supports the policing being carried out in the region. It 
focuses on the strategies and concepts that are required to prevent the child becoming a victim of abuse, and 
furthermore to disclose abuse where the abuse has already been carried out against the child. 

The program will work in partnership with Child Protection, Education, Police and other local services, and will 
provide comprehensive training to teachers, parents and carers of Indigenous children by delivering a total of 12 
workshops across Carnarvon, Geraldton, Meekatharra, Mullewa and Cue; and 20 in-class mentoring sessions 
will be available to school staff. 

The Office of Crime Prevention has funded previous protective behaviour programs in the metropolitan area and 
Wiluna. Additional projects approved for funding include leadership and engagement programs for at-risk 
Indigenous youth in the Midland region; an Indigenous cricket program in Armadale; an after-school adventure 
club in Tambellup that will address a rise in antisocial behaviour in children aged seven to 12 years by providing 
them with a supportive environment where they can experience teamwork, adventure activities, sports and 
positive role models; and an intensive mentoring program that aims to reduce offending and antisocial behaviour 
by prolific priority offenders during the school holidays when the likelihood of reoffending increases due to a 
lack of appropriate recreational programs.  
 


